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Dear Brandt Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 

Welcome Back! We are all so very pleased to have had such an exciting school opening for school year 2017-
2018. As you are all aware we are a growing school and this year we have expanded to include Grade 2. The 
teaching staff has been so forward thinking and thoughtful in their organization of their classroom 
communities to ensure that the 2nd grade experience aligns to what both our students and families expect.  

I want to take this opportunity to share some additions to our school team. As our school grows so will our 
teaching teams and we are so honored to be joined by the following spectacular pedagogues: 

• Ms. Cuba, Grade 2
• Mrs. Canino, Grade 2
• Mrs. Rodriguez, Grade 1
• Mrs. Mielach, Grade 1
• Ms. Ruiz, Grade 1
• Mrs. Salvetta, Kindergarten
• Ms. Cacioppo, Physical Education
• Mr. Hamlin, Project Lead the Way
• Mrs. Vallejo-Rodriguez, RTI, Response to Intervention

They have already acclimated nicely to the school community and culture and they will be a great asset to us 
as we continue to grow cognition and social-emotional learning.  

As you are aware, on September 19th and from 5:30 pm-7:00 pm, we will host our Back-To-School Day. On 
this day you will go up to your child’s classroom and hear a presentation from the teacher. There will also be 
current work displayed that will give you a great idea regarding what has already been completed and the work 
that will follow. It promises to be a wonderful opportunity to ask classroom specific questions and engage with 
the teachers in a more personal way. Also, and in the gymnasium we will have tables set up for all of our 
school-community partners like: Hoboken Library, Hoboken Family Alliance, Hoboken Early Childhood 
Advisory Council, Hoboken Public Education Foundation and the Brandt Parent Consortium. They are anxious 
to inform regarding the many ways to be involved. Additionally, all students will receive the school handbook 
which is emblazoned with our Brandt Bear. This organizer will be utilized to inform regarding assignments 
that are due but also does provide a wealth of information regarding school processes and policies. Please pay 
close attention to the piece on our Positive Behavior Model-Brandt B.E.L.I.E.V.E.S. It is what anchors our 
school-wide approach to social-emotional learning. I would like to also share that you are always welcomed to 
email the classroom teacher should you prefer a more private conversation. Our teachers have two preparation 
periods daily in which they can be available for meetings with families.  

Finally, this year and based on our new communication initiative, parents are asked to connect to their child’s 
teacher via Class Dojo (www.classdojo.com). Please be on the lookout for invitation from your teachers if 
you’ve not already received. You can expect to see classroom behavioral expectations as well as weekly stories 
on classroom happenings.  

I look forward to seeing you at drop-off, at pick-up and definitely during Back-To-School Night. 

Sincerely, 

Principal Rodriguez-Gomez 


